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From the Pendleton Medsenger:
Mr. Caolhoun’s Oph: fon of "1lie General
Ticket System, R
P Font Hitt, Nov. 1846.

GrnrreneN:—Lam in the receipt of, your noteof
the 14th ult,, in which youexjress o desire te have
tay views in relation todhe proposed chunge in our
Klate Constitution, 1n reference 1o the election of the
President ltngI‘Viéo Presigent, In compliance with
ywr.request, 1 herewith enclose n cmﬁm-mi_cuti_nn‘.
in which they are briefly sketched. - To have done
full justice, in reforenco to the inany and important
4uestions involved in the suject, would Lave made
‘iy communicaiion ton prolix. =

I have ‘given i the present shape, rather thun
that'of a foninal letter in reply to your note. because,
itlefl meat liberty to arrange my views in confiring-
1y to the order. which the subjece requ.red.

With great respect,
1l am, &e.&e. &e.
Tanl e J.-C. GALHOUN
Mesars. James L. Orr, William Sloan, A. Evina
and F'. W.Symmes, g

[t would seem  from the publie prints,
that v lurge majority of those, who are dis-
posed to change the present mode of-ap-
poiniing celeciors "of President nnd Vice
President of the United Stntes, are in fa-
vour ol a general ticket, in livu of the pre-
sent’ made of appointing (hemsby the Leg-
1dnture.  They rest their opposition to the
latter, and support of the former, on the
broad principle, that all power belongs 1o
the Prople; that they should exercise it
directly, without the intervention of any
intermedinte agency, whenever they can
properly do so, and that whenever they
<an g0 cxercise it, it would be an actiof
usurpation.on the part of the Guvernment
to withhold . =~ '

From this, they conclude, that the pow-
er of appointing clectors should be given
to the people direetly: and that the mode
of appointing should be, “to elect them by
a peneral ticket,  Those, on the contrary.
whn are opposed 10 the proj ased change,
or the made proposed to be substituied in
fien af the present, admit the principli; but
deny, that it woull give the uppointment
to the people to eleet them by a general
ticket; or that, if it would, they could pro-
petlyexercise it in this case,

‘T'he ‘différence then, botween them is
reduged 1 two  questions; Waould the
adopticn of the general ticket give the
power to the people in reality “in Appoint
electors? Awd, it wonld, is thisn cose, in
which it could be properly exercised?  Os
their decision, it is manifest, the propriety
ol adopting the general ticket must depend,
Ifit should appear on investigation, that
it would oot in farm only, but in truth give
the power directly to the penple, and thut
they might excreise it, without disturbing,
or injuriously affecting the staté, in its fo-
dernl orinterior . relations, then it mighit
with proprietybe adopted. - Butif the con-
trary should dippear, in cither of the cases,
then it could nuti- Thus far, there can be
no difference of opinios,

As ane of the peaple, taking the pro-
foundest interest.in whatever may touch
the liberty or prosperity‘of she stute, I have
investigaled theseimpartantquestions with
rhe greatest care and delibigratinn, for the
guidance of my own cabirae, wnd have come
to the conclusion adverse 1o (he general
ticket inreferencetnboth questions, “I'he
investigation has made a deep impression
on me, that s0.for fromygiving the power
to the ‘people, it wauld be'the most effvetu-
al way that could b ised of divg#ling
them of it, afid transfereing it to pu‘rtﬁﬁ’ﬂ'a
agers and cliques, and that il it were pos-
sible to_overcome that abjection, " it ought
pot still’to be adopted, beenunse. itewounld
deeplydisturb and injuriously affecu the
ptatein its federal and'iuterior relations. It
pow remains, in compliance witli yaur re-
fuest, to° atate the repsons, which have
bronght me w0 thede conelisiong, which I
shall’'next proceed to do without furthef re.
marks. Iy ' :

The first and radical objection to n gen:
eral ticket is, that where many.are to eleck
maony, ' especially ‘over “a'large extent of
country, it does not infact, constitutean
election, but is & mere delusiin, undeserv-
ingthe.name, ““I'he reason ia in the firal
place, that it is impossible ' for' the groat
body of the voters to'be. gnided by iheir
individual knowledge in sglecting the can-

ce, Three |}
) Ei_rii;lluff.o'l_' six!months, or Tlirec.

“|vaice of the whole stute,

duecident, and no indication of the voice of

would be at a loss to doitd 0 % ¢

Butwaiving this difficuity, and admitting,
that they hive sufficient intelligence to
muke out each a satisfactory ticket for him-
self, the other abjection, not less difficuly,
would remuin 1o be surmounted;  that is'
the seatlering would 'be so great, that the
Tesult, as to who might receive a plurality
of votes and be'elected, would be a mere

the state.” The diversity of opinion, as to
the qualification and suvitableness, would
be as grent, slmostyas the number of voters.
Few tickets would have the same nomes
on them, and the grent body of the state,
would be disappointed and dissatisfied with
the result. Vet

It would be impossible for #uch a state
af things long to cominue. The first con-
sequenge would be for-a few prominent
and inflaential individuale, 1o entec intn a
secret coneerty, lo control  the election,
which veéd not be very extensive, when
the scaitering would be so great, “The
next would.be, far others tg enterintolike
concert to defeat shem; and” finnlly there
would'grow out of this stute’of things 1wo
parties, with all the usual,purty machinery,
of eaucuses, conventions, cliques, clique:
managers to control the election, I'he
whole would be put into active vperation
every four years, ou the approach of the
Presidential election, and ench® party would
make out a full ticket by what would be
called a state convention, and any voter,
wiiether he approve ofit or not would have
to vate for one or the other, or 10 throw
away his vote on a ticket, formed without
cancert, and which would kave no -chance
uf suceess.
llﬁin thus, by the nperstion.of causes grow-
ing out of the very nature .of a genernl
ticket, it would, ifit should be -udopted,
end in delusion.  Instesd of giving the el-
ection, direetly 1o the peaple, as its suppor-
ters assume, it woull divest them of i1,
nuil place it ander the control of interme-
diate and irresponsible eliques o puolitic-
nl managers, us certainly ns i is adopied.
Thavever has ard must be its result, and
th't by laws, as uniform and certain in the
moral world, as gravitntion is in the physi-
cal.

But setting aside this.objection, and as:
suming that the great mass ol the voters of
the stale are sulliciently intelligent and
well informed, each to form a ticket for
himsell, and ihot their votes could ulaays
he sufficiently concentrated, without the
intervention of party machinery, to secure
a mnjority of the votes for the nine elec-
tors, there would still remain an insupera-
ble reason agninstadopting it; becouse, as
stated, it would disturb and injuriousty af-
feet the stute, bothin itg'.federal and inte-
rivr relations.  T'o be. more -explicit, it
would noe be just or fair regarding the
state in its federal relations, hetween {is
two great divisions, the upper.and the low:
er country; and thatregarded in its interior
relations, it would be euleulated to disturb
und enilenger the compromisc., as estublish-
ed by the constitution between them, us I
shall next proceed 1o show,

Before entering on the diseussion of this
portinn of the subjeer, it will he proper to
premise, that nur stale is divided by a well
defined line, into two great portions ordi-
visions, which are strongly disting vished hy
lheir,,%eugmpl:icnl features; the character:
of their produciions and papulation; and
the origin of their inhubitants and manner
of settlement, -

Ofthese, one extends from the seaconst
to the falls of the great rivers, and is called
the lower country; and the sther extends
thence 1o the mounjnins, and js called the
upper country, o ;

_They constitute nnt only the two grent
geographical, bnt also the two great politi-
cal divisions of the state;ion which its pali
tiral fabrick rests, i

Passing aver the ather! features, which
distinguish them, there are two which from

didates, either from.personalucquainiance

-

their importang bearing on.the points un-
der gonsideration, require particular ‘no.
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Now, I holdfit to be impossible with ‘ull
theiintelligence af: our jreople, for ke great
tnasa of theing to form gi_‘._'lii:'liof-'_fl‘_bq:.i';_-_thléi_t;.
own knowledge, -either. personaliy” or by
reputution, of hing’persons, 1be eleciors,
duly distributed gver its varions. parts, who
tuy be fairly considered separutely as re-
presenting the voice of the several portions,
in which they may reside, -or. jointly, the
Inileed, 1 might
tuken far more restricied position,and affirm
with truth, not only,that the great mass of
voters have not the knoavleidge to'make nut
such a ticket'for themselves, bui'that even
the most- intellizent and  best infirmed,

sii!giii'iu] lf'lei"liuu,Ii_r ivides, that “each
stute shall appoint, in s‘&ﬁh manuer, as the
Legislature therenf ma
equil to 1he whale:
aid. Represertntives,
mny bé entitled in Congress;” It ulso pro-
vides‘1hat the “Representatives shall .be
appurtioned among the severul states of the
Union wceording -to their respective Jium.
bers, which.shall be determined by adding
to the wholdnumber of free persons, inclu-
ding those bound to serve for,a term: of
years, and ‘excluding Indians’ not taxed,
three fifihs of ull other pegsons.”’

At follows from these provisions, “that
the federal numbers of the slaveholding
ﬁ:tcs. and conséquently their relative right
in the House of Representatives - and
the electoral College, ana through them,
ment, depends moré

¥ direct asnumber
umber of Senpators

or less, on their respeétive slave population.
‘Thut of ‘thisstate Jdepends on it more
than on ady other, because she has the
greatest number in’proportion of that de-
seription of pupulation.  Its federa) num-

ber by the present census_is 403,582, of

‘which the free population makes 267.360;
and its slave popalation 196, 222.—11s ug-
gregate federal ndtnber, divided between
the'lower and the _upper scountry, woulil
give to the former 246,180, and to the lat-
ter ‘217,402, and a corresponding excess
to the lower aver tlfe upper in the weight
of the state in ‘the Federa) government.
But their respective weight is very une-
quully affected by their slave population
in consequence of its very unequal distri-
bution between the two divisions. Of the
196,222, which the slave population adds
to the federal.weight of the state, the upper
division' adds but 66,408, while the
lower” adds 124,814 being” more than
210 one on the part *of the latter. The
case.is the reverse in reference to the num-
ber (246,180) which' the . free pupudation
adds, - Ol that the lower division adds bus
116,366 agninst 150,004, which tha upper
adds. These estimates are throughout bas-
ed on distriets; nll, lying in'the portion of
the state below the falls of the rivers, whol-
ly or principally are included in the lower

ivision, and those above, in like manner,
in the upper, '

Now as the voters consist entirely of

the free population, and ns the number of

volersin the respetive divisions is probably
very nearly in proportion-to their respec-
tive free population, it is manitest, should
the general ticket be adopted, that the up-
per division, which pives the state less
weightin the federal government'than the

lower, watild have decidedly the power of

controlling the appointment of electors, in
consequence of having a decided majority
of votlers.

That u moie of appointing, which would
leall to such a result would be neither fair
nur just towards the lower division, no one
who has any regard to equity or Jjustice will
deny. If1 do nat greatly: mistake, the up-

‘per country has too deep’ a sense of both

to wish it, even if it had the power; and if
it bad and should attempt 10 exercise it,
the lower has tno much spirit to acquie ce
init.  But thunks o the justice and wis-
dom of vur state Convention, neither of
the divisions hes the power 10 encroach on
the just rights of the other. It hassecured
to each the power to protect itself; so that
neither cun oppress or injure the ather,
should it desiie it. If, then, one or the
other thould suffer by the acts of the gov-
ernment of the state, the fault willibe its
own,—its want of sufficient intelligence to
understand its rights and its ‘interest, or
eufficient spirit to defend them. To show
he * “his has been done, and haw theadop-
ti.... of thegeneral ticket would'disturb and
endanger the compramise, by which it has
been effected, remains next to he discussed.,
lis discussion will require a brielf prelimi-
nary sketch of the origin and settlement of
the sinte, as far as they have a bearing on
establishing the compromise between the
ons, 'with the enuses which led
ta it, and itscharscter and the effect on'the
polities ol the sinte, : )
Our siate was first settled on the const
by emigrants principally from England]
but with no inconsidernble intermixture of
Huguenuts from France. ‘As the furmer
were fof the most, purt of the chumich, of
Englund, the tier of counties (now called
Districis) setiled by them along the coast
were divided into Pariches; and they were

Tmade the foundation of the political organ-

iznlion of the colony, and, since the Revo-
lution, of that portion of tho siate. & :
The portion-of the state nlong the falls
of the'rivers and back 1o the mountains
had a very different origin and settlement.
Its seftlement commenced long after, at a
eriod, but little vnterior toithe war of the
Revolutivn, and ronsisted principally of

éfedirdl constitution in referenceto the [eve

10" whiéh the siate)
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verament witler the control:
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both branches of the Legislaty
that liad the power o appointinyt |
vernor‘and Judges, -'g‘hi-e.*h
the Bxecutive and Jufdiciury;antl
the whaolg Gaovernment. % LR
It was impossible,- with the increasing
population, wealth” un_d-hiwllign';ééi‘_c‘if-”-lhe‘f'
other portion of the state, that such a stafe
of tnings shunli. long. continue without
leading 1o dizcontent and confligh. ;o = )
The former soon shewed. itself a
copflict commenceil within a fe
ter the atlpiion of the Cunstitn
continved  with”inor
1807, when the a

y of courge,
¥ LA s

W years af-

ensing vinlence,: until
wi gitation and disorder hail
s0 increased, that sensible and patriotic
men on hoth sides, becume’ satisticd- 1hat
the conflict must be closed. ., It wasnceord.
ingly terminated, not by a siirrender .on

picced the twolpuriies on
pulitical equality; the only ‘way by which
such conflicts ever can be satisfuctorily and
permanently adjusted, i
of the senate, asit stood, consisting of one
from each election District; remained  un-
digturbed, which lefithe ol original settle-
ment on the coastiin posgessian of thecon:
trol of that branch’ of the Legislature, by
reasun of its Parish Tepresentation.—"Ta
give an equal coptrol in the House of Re-
presentatives to the mure newly. settied
postion in the interior, wus a more diffieu)t
task. It was accomplished; however, by
alloting 10" that branch of. the Legislatire
124 members, of which'. g2 uiore-u'iiiig’i-;ed
o the white population, and 62 io taxac

every len years, anil anestimate 1o be made
of the aggregate nmount. of taxes paid by
each alection,
Freceding years,  ‘The number ‘ol " Repre-
senlatives allowed Lo each district to be
upporiioned to the two. with the ‘proviso
that each district shonld haveat least, une,
and ifthere should be &tdeficiency in the
number, vne Lo be mltml 1d the districis
having the greatest fractions.” untjl the
whole should make 124. By this complex
arrangement, not only an equal cuntrol wes
sccured to the more recently settled pur-
tivn of the Swste in the House of Repre-
sentatives, but an effectusl provision made
ngainit unequal ond oppreesive 1n¥Xess by
making taxution an element in the  Rejire-
sentation of the House, Tte effect would
be toincreasa’the number’ of l{rp,{ese.ma_-.
tives from the portion of the Siate unduly
tuxed, just in proportion 10 the excess of
its tuxes, and thereby increase in the same
proportion its weight in the:House, under
the next'apportionment.  Tliese just and
wise provisions, by requiring the cancert’

placed them on grounis of perfect equully
in the Legislaure; and as it retained. the
powerof electing the Governorand Juilges,
in every department ‘of:the gavernment,
Eunch fiaving thus a negative on the other,
on all the sets of the goveriment, puosses-
ses Lhe power of protecting itself against
the tnjustice and oppression of the other
Thus the government, ccased 10 be” the
exclusive organ of one purtion of the state,
not by becoming thelike organ of. thé oth-
er, but the concurrent’and juint “organ of!
both, and thereby theirue and faithful Re=
presentative ofthewholesate, =7 “
#T'his forwnate comprofnize terminated:
the conflict,'which had so long divided and
agitnted the stite. Soeompletely did it elose
it, that from’its adoption until this‘time; »
period of almost forsy yeard;all loeal divis-
ions and partiesgrowing out of them, have
entirely ceased.” T'he “apper and Jowe
country are no’ longer named for pahitical
discord andngitationyanid The state has been
blessed with an unanimity pfsentiment und
freedom from parties, altogether withoui
exumple in any other meniber of 1he union.
Nor hap its effect been less harpy; ii re-
ference Lo her ‘federal; than her internnl
relationsi=To i1, she owes, in a_grem
mensure, her weight, high character and
standing in the union, which, as inconside.
rable ns she is in extent of territory and]
population, places her ona'level in inilu-
ence, with the largest and most populous of
its members, ¢ A ' y
Deetroy this just and wise compromisc,
by giving to vitheran undue orepondratice
in the governmént of 1he sinte, and alf'fhis
waould be reversed, -Diadord, distraction,
parties and factions, with all their machi
nery and demorulizing cansequences, would
follow, and sink her far below .lie level
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